



Meeting Minutes
INTEGRATION OF CARE COMMITTEE
Damian Bird and Charles Shorter, Co-Chairs

July 8, 2011
Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies
281 Park Avenue South
10:00 am – 12:00 pm

Members Present: Victor Benadava, Damian Bird, Nancy Cataldi, Christopher Cunningham, Deborah Greene, Graham Harriman, Tracy Hatton, Peter Laqueur, Jun Matsuyoshi, Carline Numa, Jan Carl Park, Charles Shorter, Kimberleigh Smith, Brenda Starks-Ross, Steven Varnadore, Lisa Zullig

Members Absent: Brent Backofen, Rosemary Cabrera, Jose Colon-Berdecia, John Anthony Eddie, Joan Edwards, Janet Goldberg, Sarah Gonzalez, Steven Gordon, Elaine Greeley, Terry Hamilton, Julie Lehane, PhD, Kelsey Louie, Gonzalo Mercado

NYC DOHMH Staff Present: Mary Kay Diakite, Guadalupe Domingez, JoAnn Hilger, Rafael Molina, Nina Rothschild, DrPH, Anthony Santella, DrPH 

Public Health Solutions Staff Present: Bettina Carroll

Others Present: Felicia Carroll, Stewart Fogel, Myron Gold, Ashley Grosso, Fred Johnson, Carolina Lopez, Mallory Marcus, Hilda Mateo, Tina Wolf 

Material Distributed: 

· Agenda
· Minutes from the June 24th Meeting
· Presentation on Substance Use Assessment Tools
· Questions on Substance Use from e-Share
· SAMHSA Profile of Healthy Living Project
· SAMHSA Profile of Matrix
· Federal Register Statement on Ryan White Housing Policy
· Month at a Glance
· July Planning Council Calendar
Welcome/Introductions/Moment of Silence/Review of the Meeting Packet: Committee Co-Chairs Charles Shorter and Damian Bird welcomed meeting participants.  Committee members introduced themselves and observed a moment of silence.  Nina Rothschild reviewed the contents of the meeting packet. 

Public Comment: Myron Gold spoke about the horrific state of homecare in New York.  His home care was recently reduced from 60 hours to 40 hours.  He recommended that the Planning Council address the state of home care in New York City and also noted that consumers are experiencing a lot of confusion because of the shift to Medicaid managed care.

Review of the Minutes: The minutes from the June 24th IOC Committee meeting were passed by consensus with one change concerning attendance.  

Substance Use Assessment Tools:  Dr. Anthony Santella spoke about three tools for assessing substance use: SBIRT, AUDIT, and DAST and noted that outreach and targeted case finding are important components of the AOD service model.  The SBIRT, or Screening, Brief Intervention, Referral and Treatment , is a public health approach to preventing or reducing the harmful effects of substance use.  The SBIRT does not present any language issues: the instrument has been validated and translated into multiple languages.  The Colorado EMA has been using the SBIRT in hospitals and CBOs in urban areas with a broad range of adults, and the EMA has seen a reduction in substance use.  SBIRT employs a Readiness Ruler that asks the client where he/she stands in readiness to change and is based on the stages of change.  It does not need to be implemented by trained professionals but, rather, can be implemented by laypersons.

The AUDIT, or Alcohol Use Disorders Identification Test, was developed by the World Health Organization for alcohol users.  A brief form consisting of only 3 questions can be offered and provides the same results as when all 10 questions are answered.  Overall, it correctly reflected drinking behaviors 87%-93% of the time.  

The DAST, or Drug Abuse Screening Test, is another tool for screening for substance use.  It has an internal consistency reliability of 92% for classification of substance use behaviors.  

Both the AUDIT and the DAST can be administered by questionnaire, interview, or in a computerized format.  SBIRT (including AUDIT and DAST) can be administered by health care practitioners, non-health professionals, or by individual clients.  Benefits including being brief and inexpensive to administer, being available in many languages, and having been tested in a variety of populations and settings and having been proven reliable and valid.  Limitations include the fact that questions have fixed answers and that clients may be tempted to give socially desirable responses and that the questions only capture one dimension of substance use – we don’t really know what substances Ryan White clients are using.  

IOC Committee members raised several questions.  JoAnn Hilger asked what would happen if someone is abusing prescription drugs.  Carline Numa asked about the threshold for classifying someone as having a drug or alcohol problem with the AUDIT and the DAST.  Use of these tools is part of a plan to try to engage people who have these issues but may be seeking help for another problem altogether.  In terms of maintaining client confidentiality, only the aggregate score is entered into e-share, not the subject’s response to individual questions.  Hilda Mateo asked about the case of someone who uses drugs/alcohol but doesn’t think that he/she has a problem.  Generally, Committee members noted, use of these tools gives us a picture of the people we service but not a complete picture of PWAs in general in NYC. 

Substance Use Services Directive: 
 
· Peter Laqueur asked about the payment mechanism for methadone.  Having a doctor on board is expensive for a CBO, but services can be provided via linkage.  
· Committee members asked whether the directive should list the four interventions (Seeking Safety, Therapeutic Education System, Healthy Living Project, and Matrix).  If we allow programs to use any interventions, then training will become very complicated.  Committee members agreed that the guidance should state that agencies may but are not required to use an EBI.  Trainings will be coordinated by DOHMH and will use a train-the-trainer model.  

Committee members voted in favor of these proposals with no votes in opposition and no abstentions.

HRSA Housing Policy: HRSA has reaffirmed its housing policy guidance and will allow Planning Councils to determine whether they want limits (e.g., 24 months in Ryan White-funded housing programs and other service categories).  Mr. Park suggested that we have a more detailed discussion of caps on housing and on services in general during the next Planning Council session.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned. 
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