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February 17, 2011
Dear Member of the Advisory Group on Prevention, Health Promotion, and Integrative and Public Health:

On behalf of the HIV Health and Human Services Planning Council of New York (Planning Council), I write to congratulate you on your appointment by President Obama and to strongly encourage you and the other members of the Advisory Group to prioritize the needs of and services for People Living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA).  The Planning Council is comprised of health and service providers, governmental representatives, advocates, and consumers and is charged with setting priorities for and allocating approximately $100 million in federal funding from the Health Resources and Services Administration for treatment and care for PLWHAs.  Members are acutely aware of the medical, psychological, and social challenges posed by the complicated and chronic nature of HIV infection and by the need to deliver services in a fiscally challenging environment.
Accordingly, we ask you to prioritize the prevention of infection with HIV and to prioritize the delivery of treatment and care for those who are already infected.  Prompt provision of treatment and adherence to medication regimens is a highly effective way to reduce the costs associated with caring for people living with HIV/AIDS.  When patients do not have access to medication or do not take their medication regularly, they run the risk of developing drug-resistant strains of the virus and of developing co-morbidities which complicate the course and cost of care.  When patients are able to access and regularly take their medications, by contrast, community viral load goes down and the number of new infections drops.  
We also ask you to bear in mind the just–released CDC Health Disparities and Inequalities Report – United States 2011 as you go about your work.  As you know, HIV disproportionately affects people of color, and we encourage you to work to reduce these inequalities by ensuring that all infected individuals have prompt access to treatment and care so that health outcomes will vary less according to ethnic and racial groups.  

We ask you, finally, to address not only HIV but also other sexually transmitted diseases and sexual health in general.  Some STDs, as you know, are not curable, and preventing new infections with STDs and addressing other related issues such as unwanted pregnancies is a great way to bring down costs associated with paying for care and with human suffering.  
I thank you very much in advance for your work on all these issues.
Sincerely yours,

Matthew Lesieur

Community Co-Chair
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